+ THE HOLY COMMUNION +
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
MAY 15, 2022
10:00 A.M.

CROSS OF CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCA
99 South County Line Road, Crown Point, IN 46307
219-988-3650
office@crossofchristlofs.com
crossofchristlofs.com
“Like” us on Facebook
Reverend Tamera Jacobi – Pastor
Judy Johnson – Music Director
Peggy Keen – Pianist
Mission Statement
Growing in Christ, loving our neighbor!
A cordial welcome to all!
Welcome to Cross of Christ! We invite you to sign our guest book in the narthex at the
entrance of the church. Those who are able are encouraged to follow the directions for sitting,
standing and turning as they appear in this bulletin. If you need any assistance during the
service, the ushers are here to serve you.

Church facilities
Restrooms are available down the hallway on the left side. There is a baby changing table in
each restroom.
Classrooms are located along the far side of the Fellowship Hall.
The Fellowship Hall is available for rental. For details, please call the church office.
A Large-print Bulletin is available from the usher.

Families
We believe that children of all ages belong in worship. They are a welcomed part of the
assembly and we enjoy hearing them as well as seeing them. There are Children’s bulletins
along with crayons at the back of the sanctuary. If you find it helpful, feel free to move around
the sanctuary or stand in the back to help soothe your child. If you find it necessary to leave the
worship space for a short time, the middle classroom off of the Fellowship Hall has a rocking
chair. The service can be heard through a speaker system. Please return as soon as you feel
comfortable. Children and youth of all ages are also encouraged to participate in worship
leadership roles when parents feel they are ready. If you need assistance for any reason,
please don’t hesitate to ask an Usher or the Council Person on duty.
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+ THE HOLY COMMUNION +
Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth. The risen Lord is making all things new. In the
mystery of holy baptism God has made new people of us. Today the Lord Jesus invites us to see everyone in a new light through the lens of love.

The Color for the Sundays of Easter is white, representing purity, light and joy in Christ.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit gathers us in unity on the first day of the week, the day of Christ’s resurrection.

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP
As you gather in the sanctuary, please be mindful of those around you that may be praying or preparing for
worship by quieting their hearts and minds. During the prayers of intercession, you will have opportunity to
voice your prayer concerns.

PRELUDE “Brethren, We Have Met to Worship” Craig Curry
Tune: Holy Manna, William Moore 19th Century © 2008 Lorenz Publishing Co.
Assembly stands.

Alleluia, Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed, Alleluia!
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to new life with Jesus
Christ, and we are a new creation. For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us
bless God, who was, who is, and who is to come. Amen.
We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne; through
the earth, through the city, through every living thing.
You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; You opened wide the sea for the
Israelites. Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, and our sin is drowned
forever. You open the gate of righteousness and we pass safely through.
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In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. You nourish us and enclose us in
safety. You call us forth and send us out. In lush and barren places, you are with
us. You have become our salvation.
Now breathe upon this water and awaken your church once more. Claim us again
as your beloved and holy people. Quench our thirst, cleanse our hearts; wipe away
every tear.
To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, glory,
praise, and thanksgiving, now and forever. Amen.
GATHERING Hymn “I Come with Joy” ELW #482 vs. 1, 2 & 5

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE “Christ

Is Risen He Is Risen Indeed” words and music by
Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, and Ed Cash

REFRAIN

REPEAT REFRAIN

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. (Silence is kept for reflection.)
O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour
into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit,
we may know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.
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Assembly sits.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

WORD
First Reading, a reading from Acts.

(Acts 11:1-8)

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had
also accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the
circumcised believers criticized him, saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised
men and eat with them?” Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step,
saying, “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was
something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four
corners; and it came close to me. As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals,
beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get
up, Peter; kill and eat.’ But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or
unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ But a second time the voice answered from
heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ This happened
three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. At that very moment
three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. The
Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and us.
These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. He told
us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and
bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a message by which you and
your entire household will be saved.’ And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell
upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. And I remembered the word of
the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with
the Holy Spirit.’ If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” When they
heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given
even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 148, read responsively.
Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord from the heavens;
praise him in the heights!
Praise him, all his angels;
praise him, all his host!
Praise him, sun and moon;
praise him, all you shining stars!
Praise him, you highest heavens,
and you waters above the heavens!
Let them praise the name of the Lord,
for he commanded and they were created.
He established them for ever and ever;
he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.
Praise the Lord from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps,
fire and hail, snow and frost,
stormy wind fulfilling his command!
Mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars!
Wild animals and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds!
Kings of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the earth!
Young men and women alike,
old and young together!
Let them praise the name of the Lord,
for his name alone is exalted;
his glory is above earth and heaven.
He has raised up a horn for his people,
praise for all his faithful,
for the people of Israel who are close to him.
Praise the Lord!
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Second Reading a reading from Revelation.

(Revelation 21:1-6)

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for
her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of
God is among mortals. He will dwell with them as their God; they will be his
peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first
things have passed away.” And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I
am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are
trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the
spring of the water of life.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Assembly stands.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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HOLY GOSPEL

(John 13:31-35)

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 13th Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord!
When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and
God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also
glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you
only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to
you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that
you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!

Assembly sits.
SERMON
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Assembly stands.
HYMN OF THE DAY “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! ELW #377 vs. 1, 2 & 5
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APOSTLES’ CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit;
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Prayers reflect the wideness of God’s mercy for the whole world.
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the
church, people in need, and all of creation.
A brief silence.
Loving God, lead us to follow your Spirit, rather than our own prejudices or
desires, as the church cares for one another. Open us to perceive your gifts in those
we least expect. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Inspire us to praise you through the beauty and majesty of the natural world around
us. Urge us toward more deliberate care of the world you have made. God, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
Humble the rulers of nations before your splendor. Direct them to the people who
need their attention most, and turn them from the temptation to hoard wealth or
power. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Hasten to dwell among those who are in pain or distress; especially Jane Koenig
and those we name before you now, whether silently or aloud (brief silence). As
Christ enters our deepest suffering, remain with those experiencing despair and
great need. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Place holy love at the center of all our relationships and communities. By your love
heal us, convict us, and renew us. Bring an end to racism in our churches and
communities. Let everyone know your goodness by the love we show one another.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of wisdom and might, we ask that you continue to watch over the members of
this congregation, our families, and the members of our community. Please keep
everyone safe and hear the prayers of all, as we continue to be part of you and the
love you have for us. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You may now offer the prayers of your heart, whether silently or spoken (brief
silence). God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Give us a place in the diverse company of your beloved saints. Teach us the value
of each person’s identity, and bless us with a shared identity as your children,
kindred of Christ. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving
Sprit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
(All greet one another with a gesture of peace, using words such as, “Peace be with you.”)

Assembly sits.
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MEAL
GATHERING OF GIFTS
Gifts are gathered for those in need and for the mission and purpose of our
congregation. You may place your offering in the offering plate, mail it in, or you
can donate on-line at Givelify.com. There is a wheelbarrow for the collection of
food in the Narthex. If anyone is in need of offering envelopes, they are available in
the church office.
Visitors – your presence with us is gift enough. We expect members to support
the mission and ministry of this congregation. Visitors are invited to just enjoy
worship and fellowship.
OFFERING HYMN “Interlude II” by Mark Hayes
As the gifts of bread, wine, and money are brought forward, the people stand and sing.

OFFERTORY “Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup” ELW #492
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OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. (Silence for reflection and meditation)
Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your
peaceable reign, and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through
this meal, and show us your wounded and risen body, that we may be
nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
Creating God, you made the earth as a place of encounter. Here you made a
covenant with your chosen people. When your children went astray you came
among us in the form of your Son, showed your glory, and in his passion suffered
for our sin. In him you brought every aspect of creation to its purpose. You Son’s
resurrection empowered his disciples, and your Spirit’s fire enlivens your church.
You promise us that when our story with you is completed, you will inaugurate a
new heaven and a new earth where we shall enjoy life with you forever. So with
angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, anticipating your eternal
praise, we bless you in everlasting song.
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Redeeming God, you have prepared a banquet for us to share with you in your
kingdom. Send now your Holy Spirit, that we may taste that banquet today, that
your Son may be present among us, and this bread broken and wine outpoured may
be for us his body and blood.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Great is the mystery of our faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Transforming God, in Christ and in this holy meal you show us the shape of love.
In broken bread show us the cost of your love and inspire us to love you like you.
In poured wine show us the constancy of your love and form us to love as truly as
you love us. Remake your earth that it may breathe your life. Remake its people
that they may resound with your glory. Remake you church that it may look like
your Son. Wipe every tear from every eye; make death no more; and take away
mourning and crying and pain, that all may find justice in your mercy and freedom
in your service, until the beginning and the ending of all things are one in you, and
you are all in all, one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The minister addresses the assembly:
The risen Christ dwells with us here.
All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.
THE AGNUS DEI

“Lamb of God”

16

Assembly sits.
COMMUNION
Our Lord’s body and blood are truly present in the bread and wine to forgive and strengthen
us. We practice open communion: all Baptized Christians are welcome to commune with us.
White grape juice is available at communion for those who prefer it. It is located in the center
ring of each tray of glasses. Gluten free wafers are available. Please indicate to the pastor
during distribution if you would rather have gluten free wafers. If you prefer communion at
your seat, please let one of our ushers know. In preparation for receiving the Sacrament, a
simple prayer such as this or another appropriate prayer may be said “May the Blood of Christ
bring me everlasting life.”

Invitation to First Communion
(Those receiving First Communion and their families are invited to come forward)

P: In Christian love you had these children baptized. You promised to faithfully
bring them to the services of God’s house, and teach them the Lord’s Prayer, the
Creed, and the Ten Commandments. As they grew in years, you placed in their
hands the Holy Scriptures and provided for their instruction in the Christian
faith. Will you continue to teach them through your own example?
Response: I (we) will.
P: Luther teaches in his Small Catechism that Holy Communion is the true Body
and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread, the wine, given to us
Christians to eat and drink. Further, he teaches that people are worthy and well
prepared to receive the Sacrament when they believe these words, “Given and
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins”.
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Do you, as the primary teachers of your children, think your child believes these
words, “Given and shed for you?”
Response: I (we) do.
P: Welcome to the Lord’s table.
COMMUNION HYMN “Hiding in Thee” Anna Laura Page
Tune: Hiding in Thee by Ira D. Sankey (1840-1908) © 2017 Lorenz Publishing
After all have communed, the assembly stands.
POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace. Amen.
PRAYER
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the
new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this
table as witnesses to the resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life
in Jesus’ name. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of
adoption,  bless you now and forever. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN “Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death” ELW #452 vs. 1, 4 & 5

DISMISSAL
Alleluia, Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed, Alleluia!
Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
Growing in Christ, loving our neighbor! Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE “I’m Gonna Sit at the Welcome Table” Stan Pethel; Tune: Welcome
Table Tradition American Spiritual © 2018 Lorenz Publishing Co.
The Liturgy is reprinted from Sundays and Seasons, © 2021 and © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Worship published by Augsburg
Fortress Publishers. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress License number SBL15262. Portions of the
Eucharistic Prayer were taken from “Eucharistic Prayers” Samuel Wells and Abigail Kocher © 2016. All rights reserved. Music in
this bulletin is used with permission from One License - License #A-718361; Song Select Premium; and CCLI Copyright license
#2441520. Streaming License #20548158.
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