+ THE HOLY COMMUNION +
Third Sunday after Pentecost
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Reverend Tamera Jacobi – Pastor
Judy Johnson – Music Director
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Mission Statement
Growing in Christ, loving our neighbor!
A cordial welcome to all!
Welcome to Cross of Christ! We invite you to sign our guest book in the narthex at the
entrance of the church. Those who are able are encouraged to follow the directions for sitting,
standing and turning as they appear in this bulletin. If you need any assistance during the
service, the ushers are here to serve you.

Church facilities
Restrooms are available down the hallway on the left side. There is a baby changing table in
each restroom.
Classrooms are located along the far side of the Fellowship Hall.
The Fellowship Hall is available for rental. For details, please call the church office.
A Large-print Bulletin is available from the usher.

Families
We believe that children of all ages belong in worship. They are a welcomed part of the
assembly and we enjoy hearing them as well as seeing them. There are Children’s bulletins
along with crayons at the back of the sanctuary. If you find it helpful, feel free to move around
the sanctuary or stand in the back to help soothe your child. If you find it necessary to leave the
worship space for a short time, the middle classroom off of the Fellowship Hall has a rocking
chair. The service can be heard through a speaker system. Please return as soon as you feel
comfortable. Children and youth of all ages are also encouraged to participate in worship
leadership roles when parents feel they are ready. If you need assistance for any reason,
please don’t hesitate to ask an Usher or the Council Person on duty.
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+ THE HOLY COMMUNION +
Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor us with true freedom. Keep us faithful
to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders us, we may steadfastly follow your paths through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
The color for the Sundays after Pentecost is green, which represents growth.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit gathers us in unity on the first day of the week, the day of Christ’s resurrection.

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP
As you gather in the sanctuary, please be mindful of those around you that may be praying or preparing for
worship by quieting their hearts and minds. During the prayers of intercession, you will have opportunity to
voice your prayer concerns.

PRELUDE “Gracious” arr. by Ruth Elain Schram © 2018 Lorenz Publishing
Assembly stands.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God, we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen
our own way. Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the
best seats at the table. When met by those in need, we have too often passed by
on the other side. Set us again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves and
free us to love our neighbors. Amen.
Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but delights
in granting pardon and mercy. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are free to love as God loves. Amen.
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GATHERING Hymn “Oh Jesus, I Have Promised” ELW #810 vs. 1, 3 & 4

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE “I

Love You Lord” words and music by Laurie Klein
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. (Silence is kept for reflection.)
Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor us
with true freedom. Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving
behind all that hinders us, we may steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Assembly sits.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

WORD
First Reading, a reading from 1 Kings.

(1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21)

Then the Lord said to Elijah, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also you
shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son
of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. So he set out from there, and
found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was plowing. There were twelve yoke of oxen
ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw his
mantle over him. He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, “Let me kiss my father
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and my mother, and then I will follow you.” Then Elijah said to him, “Go back
again; for what have I done to you?” He returned from following him, took the yoke
of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled their
flesh, and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out and followed Elijah,
and became his servant.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 16, read responsively.
Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge.
I say to the Lord, ‘You are my Lord;
I have no good apart from you.’
As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble,
in whom is all my delight.
Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows;
their drink-offerings of blood I will not pour out
or take their names upon my lips.
The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup;
you hold my lot.
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
I have a goodly heritage.
I bless the Lord who gives me counsel;
in the night also my heart instructs me.
I keep the Lord always before me;
because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.
Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices;
my body also rests secure.
For you do not give me up to Sheol,
or let your faithful one see the Pit.
You show me the path of life.
In your presence there is fullness of joy;
in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.
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Second Reading a reading from Galatians.

(Galatians 5:1, 13-25)

For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to
a yoke of slavery. For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not
use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become
slaves to one another. For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment,
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” If, however, you bite and devour one
another, take care that you are not consumed by one another. Live by the Spirit, I
say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. For what the flesh desires is opposed
to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are
opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. But if you are led
by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. Now the works of the flesh are obvious:
fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy,
anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like
these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such things will not
inherit the kingdom of God. By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no
law against such things. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the
flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by
the Spirit.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Assembly stands.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION - ELW #169
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HOLY GOSPEL

(Luke 9:51-62)

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 9th Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord!
When the days drew near for Jesus to be taken up, he set his face to go to
Jerusalem. And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a
village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; but they did not receive him,
because his face was set toward Jerusalem. When his disciples James and John saw
it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven
and consume them?” But he turned and rebuked them. Then they went on to another
village. As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you
wherever you go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air
have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” To another he said,
“Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” But Jesus said
to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the
kingdom of God.” Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say
farewell to those at my home.” Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the
plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!
Assembly sits.
SERMON
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Assembly stands.
HYMN OF THE DAY “Will You Come and Follow Me” ELW #798 vs. 1, 4 & 5
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Apostles’ Creed
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Prayers reflect the wideness of God’s mercy for the whole world.
United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and
all in need. A brief silence.
God of faithfulness, set the face of your church firmly on you. Rooted in your selfgiving love, may the church find freedom in loving our neighbors. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God of gentleness, strengthen the earth’s ability to heal. Where there are dangerous
storms, bring calm. Where there are destructive fires, bring rain. Protect homes,
habitats, and livelihoods threatened by climate disasters. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

10

God of peace, guide all who govern, that they place the good of their citizen above
self-promotion. Anoint leaders of nations with your Spirit of neighborly love.
Protect refugees and all who live under tyranny or conflict. God of grace, hear our
prayer.
God of kindness, reveal your healing presence to all who are sick or dying;
especially those we name before you now, whether silently or aloud (brief silence).
God of grace, hear our prayer.
God of love, attend to those struggling with addiction, depression, or uncontrolled
anger. Provide support systems and loving companions as they work toward health,
that they may rest in hope and know the fullness of joy in your presence. God of
grace, hear our prayer.
God of wisdom and might, we ask that you continue to watch over the members of
this congregation, our families, and the members of our community. Please keep
everyone safe and hear the prayers of all, as we continue to be part of you and the
love you have for us. God of grace, hear our prayer.
You may now offer the prayers of your heart, whether silently or spoken (brief
silence). God of grace, hear our prayer.
God of joy, we give thanks for all who have died and now celebrate the inheritance
of life in you. Keep their examples of faithfulness always before us, that we trust
your promises in life and in death. God of grace, hear our prayer.
God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we
entrust these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
(All greet one another with a gesture of peace, using words such as, “Peace be with you.”)
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Assembly sits.
MEAL
GATHERING OF GIFTS
Gifts are gathered for those in need and for the mission and purpose of our
congregation. You may place your offering in the offering plate, mail it in, or you
can donate on-line at Givelify.com. There is a wheelbarrow for the collection of
food in the Narthex. If anyone is in need of offering envelopes, they are available in
the church office. Visitors – your presence with us is gift enough. We expect
members to support the mission and ministry of this congregation. Visitors are
invited to just enjoy worship and fellowship.
OFFERING HYMN “Interlude III” by Mark Hayes
As the gifts of bread, wine, and money are brought forward, the people stand and sing.

OFFERTORY “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” ELW #484

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. (Silence for reflection and meditation)
God of abundance: You have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on
your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit
for the good of all, in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
God of the whirlwind, you created all things out of nothing; you called your chosen
people out of the wilderness; and in your Son’s dying and rising you re-created us
out of the chaos of sin. You passed your mantle from Elijah to Elisha, and in the
power of your Holy Spirit you passed the mantle of Jesus to the apostles and to your
church. So now we celebrate the call of your grace in the company of saints and
angels, and all the chorus of heaven, singing the hymn of your unending praise.
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God of the journey, your Son Jesus Christ had nowhere to lay his head, but sill he
sets a table in our wilderness and meets us in the sustenance of bread and wind.
Now send down your Holy Spirit, that in them we may find our home in you, and
that these gifts of the earth and human hands may be for us the body and blood of
your Son, Jesus Christ.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Great is the mystery of our faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Ever-gracious God, as Elisha asked Elijah for a double share of his spirit, so now
we seek a double share of your Spirit. Fill our bodies with your heavenly food, fill
your church with truth and grace, fill your world with righteousness and peace, and
fill your whole creation with the praise of your glory, that our deepest hungers may
be met in you, the deepest thirst of all who struggle through each day may be met in
the coming of your kingdom, and the deepest needs of all who are oppressed may
be met in the never-failing stream of your liberating love, until the day when we are
filled forever with the abundant fruits of your Spirit in union with Christ, ever one
God. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The minister addresses the assembly:
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.
Come to the banquet.
THE AGNUS DEI

“Lamb of God” ELW #195

Assembly sits.
COMMUNION
Our Lord’s body and blood are truly present in the bread and wine to forgive and strengthen
us. We practice open communion: all Baptized Christians are welcome to commune with us.
White grape juice is available at communion for those who prefer it. It is located in the center
ring of each tray of glasses. Gluten free wafers are available. Please indicate to the pastor
during distribution if you would rather have gluten free wafers. If you prefer communion at
your seat, please let one of our ushers know. In preparation for receiving the Sacrament, a
simple prayer such as this or another appropriate prayer may be said “May the Blood of Christ
bring me everlasting life.”

COMMUNION HYMN “Spirit of the Living God” John Purifoy, Tune Iverson
arranged by Daniel © 1935 Birdwing Music
15

After all have communed, the assembly stands.
POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace. Amen.
PRAYER
Let us pray.
Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us
with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and
stranger, that all may come to know your love. This we pray in the name of
Jesus. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
The God of peace, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and
show you the path of life this day and always. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN “Lead On, O King Eternal” ELW #805 vs. 1 & 3

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
Growing in Christ, loving our neighbor! Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE “I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me” African American spiritual
arranged by Paul Taylo © 2008 Lorenz Publishing
The Liturgy is reprinted from Sundays and Seasons, © 2021 and © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Worship published by Augsburg
Fortress Publishers. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress License number SBL15262. Portions of the
Eucharistic Prayer were taken from “Eucharistic Prayers” Samuel Wells and Abigail Kocher © 2016. All rights reserved. Music in
this bulletin is used with permission from One License - License Number A-718361; Song Select Premium; and CCLI Copyright
License Number 2441520; Streaming License Number 20548158.
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