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A cordial welcome to all! 
 

Welcome to Cross of Christ! We invite you to sign our guest book in the narthex at 

the entrance of the church.  Those who are able are encouraged to follow the 

directions for sitting, standing, and turning as they appear in this bulletin.  If you 

need any assistance during the service, the ushers are here to serve you. 

Church facilities 
Restrooms are available down the hallway on the left side.  There is a baby 

changing table in each restroom.  

Classrooms are located along the far side of the Fellowship Hall. 

The Fellowship Hall is available for rental.  For details, please call the church 

office. 

A Large-print Bulletin is available from the usher. 
 

Families 
We believe that children of all ages belong in worship.  They are a welcome 

part of the assembly, and we enjoy hearing them as well as seeing them.  There 

--are Children’s bulletins along with crayons at the back of the sanctuary.  If you 

find it helpful, feel free to move around the sanctuary or stand in the back to help 

soothe your child.  If you find it necessary to leave the worship space for a short 

time, there is a “Pray Station” in the Narthex or the middle classroom off the 

Fellowship Hall has a rocking chair.  The service can be heard through a speaker 

system.  Please return as soon as you feel comfortable.  Children and youth of all 

ages are also encouraged to participate in worship leadership roles when 

parents feel they are ready.  If you need assistance for any reason, please don’t 

hesitate to ask an Usher or the Council Person on duty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Liturgy is from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Portions of the Eucharistic Prayer were 

taken from “Eucharistic Prayers” Samuel Wells and Abigail Kocher © 2016. All rights reserved.   Music from Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 

2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America; published by Augsburg Fortress.  Used with permission of Augsburg Fortress license # SBL15262; 

One License - License #A-718361; CCLI Church Copyright license #2441520; CCLI Streaming Plus License #20548158 and Song Select Premium. 
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+ The Holy Communion + 
 

God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the future: a covenant that will allow all the 

people to know God by heart.  The church sees this promise fulfilled in Christ, who draws all people to himself 

when he is lifted up on the cross.  Our baptismal covenant draws us to God’s heart through Christ and draws 

God’s light and truth into our hearts.  We see God’s heart most clearly in the way Jesus shares human 

suffering, in an agony the Hebrews reading describes. 

The color for the Sundays in Lent is purple, which represents royalty or penitence. 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit gathers us in unity on the first day of the week, the day of Christ’s resurrection. 

 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
As you gather in the sanctuary, please be mindful of those around you that may be praying or 

preparing for worship by quieting their hearts and minds.  During the prayers of intercession, 

you will have opportunity to voice your prayer concerns. 
 

PRELUDE “The Old Rugged Cross” arr. John Innes   
The Church Pianist March/ April 2011 Vol. 27 Number 4 © Lorenz 

 
 

 congregation stands. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who writes the law on our hearts, who 

draws all people together through Jesus. Amen. 

 

Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another.  Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Holy God, we confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break free. 

We hoard resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold.  We speak in 

ways that silence others.  We are silent when we should speak up.  We keep 

score in our hearts.  We let hurts grow into hatred.  For all these things and for 

sins only you know, forgive us, Lord.  Amen. 
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Here is a flood of grace:  Out of love for the whole world, God draws near to us, 

breaks every snare of sin, washes away our wrongs, and restores the promise of life 

through ☩ Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

The congregation faces and follows the cross. 

 

GATHERING Hymn “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” ELW #759  

 

 

 
 

 
 

GREETING  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you.   
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. (Silence is kept for reflection.)  

O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive 

our prayers.  Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through 

life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. congregation sits. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

WORD 

FIRST READING, a reading from Jeremiah.  (Jeremiah 31:31-34) 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with 

the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  It will not be like the covenant that I 

made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 

land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the 

Lord.  But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 

days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 

hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  No longer shall they 

teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know 

me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their 

iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

     The Word of the Lord. 

     Thanks be to God. 

 

A reading from Psalm 51, read responsively.  (Psalm 51:1-12)     

 

Have mercy on me, O God, 

   according to your steadfast love; 

according to your abundant mercy 

   blot out my transgressions. 

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

   and cleanse me from my sin. 

For I know my transgressions, 

   and my sin is ever before me. 

Against you, you alone, have I sinned, 

   and done what is evil in your sight, 

so that you are justified in your sentence 

   and blameless when you pass judgement. 

Indeed, I was born guilty, 

   a sinner when my mother conceived me. 

You desire truth in the inward being; 

   therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

   wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
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Let me hear joy and gladness; 

   let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 

Hide your face from my sins, 

   and blot out all my iniquities. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

   and put a new and right spirit within me. 

Do not cast me away from your presence, 

   and do not take your holy spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

   and sustain in me a willing spirit. 
 

Second Reading, a reading from Hebrews.  (Hebrews 5:5-10) 
 

Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest but was appointed by the 

one who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; as he says also 

in another place, “You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries 

and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard 

because of his reverent submission.  Although he was a Son, he learned obedience 

through what he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the source of 

eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been designated by God a high priest 

according to the order of Melchizedek.  

 
      

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

congregation stands. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Return to the Lord” ELW page 142. 
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HOLY GOSPEL (John 12:20-33) 
 

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 12th Chapter.  

Glory to you, O Lord! 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks.  They 

came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish 

to see Jesus.”  Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told 

Jesus.  Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 

glorified.  Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, 

it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.  Those who love their 

life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.  

Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. 

Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.  “Now my soul is troubled. And what 

should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have 

come to this hour.  Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I 

have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.”  The crowd standing there heard it and 

said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.”  Jesus 

answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine.  Now is the judgment 

of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out.  And I, when I am lifted 

up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.”  He said this to indicate the kind 

of death he was to die.  

The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, O Christ!   

  

congregation sits. 

 

 

SERMON 
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congregation stands. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Now the Green Blade Rises” ELW #379 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell. 
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On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Prayers reflect the wideness of God’s mercy for the whole world.  

    

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the 

well-being of creation, and a world in need.  A brief silence. 

 

God of the covenant, through the church you draw us into community. We give 

thanks for the means of grace around which we gather. Inspire writers, musicians, 

and artists whose creative gifts adorn our worship. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is 

great. 

 

God of all that exists, you lavish the earth with extravagant beauty. Preserve the 

rich and complex diversity of living things. Support local, national, and 

international efforts to protect the environment for future generations. Hear us, O 

God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

God of the nations, you desire peace and plenty for all people. Defend those who 

challenge oppression and expose corruption. Support advocates for human rights, 

social justice, and the welfare of children. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

God of good will, you restore what is broken. We pray for any experiencing 

estrangement, conflict, or abuse in families and intimate relationships. Protect and 

comfort all who are vulnerable, especially those living in institutions. Hear us, O 

God.  Your mercy is great. 
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God of every time and place, you are with us. Support ministries of prayer and 

presence in this congregation.  Move us to reach out to any who are homebound, 

lonely, grieving, in treatment, or ill. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

You may now offer the prayers of your heart, whether silently or aloud (brief 

silence).  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

God of promise, we give thanks for the saints whose faith inspires us (especially 

Patrick, missionary to Ireland, whom we commemorate today). Grant us faith to 

trust in your everlasting love. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you.   

 

All greet one another with a gesture of peace, such as a handshake, using 
words such as, “Peace be with you.” 

 

congregation sits.    

 

MEAL                                                                                                      

GATHERING OF GIFTS 
Gifts are gathered for those in need and for the mission and purpose of our congregation.  You 

may place your offering in the offering plate, mail it in, or you can donate on-line at 

Givelify.com.  There is a wheelbarrow for the collection of food in the Narthex.  If anyone needs 

offering envelopes, they are available in the church office.  Visitors – your presence with us is 

gift enough.  We expect members to support the mission and ministry of this congregation.  

Visitors are invited to just enjoy worship and fellowship.  

 

 

OFFERTORY “What Wondrous Love Is This” arr. Craig Curry  

  The Church Pianist March/ April 2011 Vol. 27 Number 4 © Lorenz 
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As the gifts of bread, wine, and offerings are brought forward, the Congregation 

stands and sings. 

 

OFFERING HYMN “Jesus Paid it All” Words by Elvina Mabel Hall Music by John Thomas Grape  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Let us pray. (Silence for reflection and meditation) 

Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal.  Bless these gifts that we 

have gathered that all people may know your goodness.  Feed us not only with 

this holy food but with hunger for justice and peace.  We pray this in your 

name.  Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you.   

Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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THE PREFACE AND SANCTUS 

 

Glorious God, you created the heavens as the place for your glory to dwell and the 

earth as the theater for your glory to come among us.  You called your people to be 

a kingdom of priests and your church to be a priestly kingdom.  In Melchizedek you 

show us your people’s vocation to be a righteous king, and in Jesus you show us 

true righteousness and true majesty.  You lift up your Son Jesus in cross and 

resurrection to draw all people to yourself.  And so we gladly thank you, with 

angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, singing the hymn of your 

unending praise.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
Holy, Holy, Holy ELW #190 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

Righteous God, when the hour came for your Son to be glorified, he sat down with 

his disciples and reenacted the story of your liberating purpose for your people.  We 

gather as your disciples to reenact your liberating purpose in the death and 

resurrection of your Son.  Come among us now, that others may see you in us, and 

we may behold your glory, as these gifts of bread and wine become for us the body 

and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
 

On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.   
 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

Great is the mystery of our faith.   

Christ has died; Christ has risen; Christ will come again.  
 

Heavenly God, you have glorified your name.  Glorify it again today, that those 

who stand before you with prayers and supplications made with loud cries and tears 

may find in you the solace for their aching, the joy of their desiring, and the goal of 

their yearning.  As you lifted up your Son through suffering to resurrected glory, lift 

up the wretched of the earth to find peace and rest at your side and in your heart.  

Bring all who would see you face to face with your Son in the power of your Holy 

Spirit, until all injustice is transformed by your mercy, all deceit healed by your 

truth, and all oppression dismantled by your grace, until your kingdom is known on 

earth, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

     thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

     on earth as it is in heaven.   

     Give us this day our daily bread;   

     and forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those who trespass against us;   

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

     For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

     forever and ever.  Amen 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

The minister addresses the Congregation: 
 

Bread for the journey. 

A feast for hungry hearts.  Come! 

 

AGNUS DEI “O Christ, Lamb of God” ELW #196 

  
 

 
 

congregation sits. 

 

COMMUNION  
Our Lord’s body and blood are truly present in the bread and wine to forgive and strengthen us.  We practice 

open communion:  all Baptized Christians are welcome to commune with us.  White grape juice is available at 

communion for those who prefer it; it is in the center ring of each tray of glasses.  Gluten free wafers are 

available.  Please indicate to the pastor during distribution if you would rather have gluten free wafers.   If you 

prefer communion at your seat, please let one of our ushers know.   In preparation for receiving the Sacrament, 

a simple prayer such as this or another appropriate prayer may be said “May the Blood of Christ bring me 

everlasting life.” 

 

COMMUNION HYMN “My Jesus, I Love Thee” arr. Tracey Craig McKibben  

The Church Pianist March/ April 2020 Vol. 36 Number 4 © Lorenz 
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After all have communed, the congregation stands.  

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

     The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and  

     keep you in his grace.  Amen. 

 

PRAYER 

Let us pray.       

Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace.  As grains 

of wheat are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the world;  

in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life.  Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

congregation sits. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS         

 

congregation stands. 

 

BLESSING   

 

Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed.  God bless you and 

keep you, shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, and ☩ give you peace.  

Amen. 
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The congregation faces and follows the cross.  

  

SENDING HYMN “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” ELW #324 vs. 1, 3 & 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace.  Share your bread. 

Growing in Christ, loving our neighbor!  Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE “Like a River Glorious” by Frederic Chopin arr. Kendall R. Lord  

  March/ April 2013 Vol. 29 Number 4 © Lorenz 

 

 


